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Westchester Plans Conference 


The NYCLU is joining with other groups in sponsoring an all-day conference 
in Westchester in December on “Expanding Horizons in Human Relations.” 
The date was not final at time of publication, but information may be ob- 
tained from J. Harvey Kerns, chairman of the planning committee for 
the Westchester County Human Relations Institute, at the Urban League, 6 
Depot Plaza, White Plains, N.Y. Other sponsors are the American Jewish 
Committee; Human Relations Committee — White Plains; National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews (Westchester Region); New Rochelle Com- 
mittee for Unity; Urban League of Westchester, and Westchester County 
branches of NAACP. 





Schools Uphold Use of Informers 


Use of “faceless informers” against teachers in pre-trial interviews was upheld 
by N. Y. C. Assistant Corporation Counsel Saul Moskoff, in Strengthening 
Democracy, Board of Education monthly, in October. Moskoff claimed that 
otherwise, the city school system’s ex-Communist informants would “suffer 
condemnation.” He pledged that where a teacher is brought to trial on charges 
of making false statements about Communist Party membership, all rights 
would be accorded including producing of witnesses. 


Fund to Honor Programs on Freedom 


Prizes totaling $40,000 will be awarded by the Fund for the Republic to 
television programs on the themes of liberty and freedom. Purpose is to 
“encourage the television industry when it devotes some of its resources and 
talents to pressing issues of civil liberties.” The general public is invited to 
submit nominations on network documentaries and dramas and on a program 
of either type by an independent station, presented between Oct. 1, 1955 
and May 31, 1956, to the Fund, 60 East 42 Street, New York 17... The 
Fund’s own TV script-writing contest earlier this year has resulted in placing 
so far of one winning script for use on the “United States Steel Hour’. The 
drama, “The General’s Other Son,” which deals with a conscientious objector, 
will probably be used in the next few months. 


Lambs Bar Pleaders of 5th Amendment 


The Lambs, theater club with membership covering all phases of the enter- 
tainment world, has adopted a resolution barring as members any persons 
who plead the Fifth Amendment or refuse to answer questions concerning 
Communist affiliation. The resolution condemned the practice of refusing to 
answer questions concerning membership in the Communist party, asso- 
ciation with Communists or sympathizers, membership in subversive or- 
ganizations or withholding of facts indicating that the questioned person might 
be a security risk. 





























Memo 


from 


E muster 6000-odd in_ the 

NYCLU. Some 30 of us serve 
on the Board of Directors. We work 
hard, reviewing cases in which civil 
liberties are involved, deciding on ac- 
tion to be taken, on new projects and 
services to render, and thinking back 
again and again to first principles. 

Hardest working of all is our ex- 
ecutive director. He is helmsman, we 
on the Board are crew, and you, shall 
I say, are the paying passengers. We're 
all headed, over stormy seas, to the 
port of liberty. We perform com- 
plementing roles. Many a member is 
no doubt content to contribute no 
more than his dues. But many, I sus- 
pect, are anxious to participate more 
actively. How to achieve this? 

As I’ve previously suggested this 
is largely a matter of money—i.e., a 
matter of far larger membership. Given 
funds, we already have plans in blue- 








By CHARLES A. SIEPMANN 


the Chairman 


print stage—for frequent district con- 
ferences, for a vigorous program of 
public education, for mass meetings 
and publications, etc. 

Increased membership remains the 
first order of the day. It can be 
achieved more by your individual ef- 
fort than by any action of the Board 
or of the NYCLU office. Beyond this, 
I suggest a modest intermediate ad- 
vance—making Civil Liberties in New 
York a forum of ideas. In the last 
issue appeared one letter from a mem- 
ber. We solicit a larger correspondence, 
critical of what we do, suggestive of 
what we don’t and might do. Here 
is an outlet, modest withal but valu- 
able, for members who have things on 
their minds. We need your minds as 
much as your dollars. It is not our 
business on the Board to do your 
thinking for you, but rather to see 
that what you think gets acted on. 





HRold 


Date 





FEBRUARY 22, 1956 


The NYCLU Annual Luncheon 
and Conference 
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vestigations of political beliefs unless 
they are necessary for security,” said 


si... DRT" TT err = 26080 


K. Fraenkel, who acted for the 
NYCLU in the city cases, said a high 


eno]]aAyUI-yUL UL JO yoadse auo AyTUO 
st VW Su}8TQUD)3e proidsaprm po wrsne 
nity’s junior associates in the ‘‘cradle 
of American liberty,’’ the City of Bos- 
ton. Another example of the cama- 
raderie among the censors of the pre- 
and post-revolutionary Russias, is to be 
found in the fact that both condemned 
that subversive cobbler from Denmark, 


Hans Christian Andersen. 


| Pept we laugh too quickly at the 
machinations of the Tsars and 
Commissars, the record should also 
show that the State of Illinois, in the 
year 1954, regarded the fairy tales of 
Andersen a nightmare for the imma- 
ture minds of its school children: The 
censors have demonstrated an amaz- 


ing homogeneous approach even in 
to Walt 


regard Disney’s “Mickey 


APFUNUIWOD IY} OF FdpUaF UPD Apistae 
-1un wv sadtAgjas Auvu oy} pue ‘YdIvas 
->3 s1y1QWUDTDS ‘drysaejoups jeuorssayosd 
Mouse’’. He has been banned in fas- 
cist Italy, Eastern Germany and _ pre- 
war Yugoslavia. The rebellious mouse 
was found to be rebelling for the 
wrong reasons by all three censors. 

What is the universal mind of the 
fraternity of censors? Clearly it is 
an authoritarian mind, a mind which 
thinks only in terms of dogmas and 
fears most the inquiring mentality. 
Whether the attack is made against 
Voltaire or Mickey Mouse, the censor 
cannot suffer the existence of a mind 
which does not accept orthodoxy and 
authoritarian control; in short the 
mind which asks questions will, in- 
evitably, question authority not based 
on reason and will not accept limita- 
tions on freedom. 








The Development of Academic Freedom 1n the United States, 


BOOKS in REVIEW 


by Richard Hofstadter and 


Walter P. Metzger. New York: Columbia University Press, 1955. 527 pp. $5.50 


Academic Freedom in Our Time, by Robert M. Maclver. New York: 


Press, 1955. 329 pp. $4.00. 
HEN a few years ago aca- 
demic freedom in American 
universities was under heavy siege, 
friends of intellectual freedom every- 
where found themselves defending 
a liberty they had complacently taken 
for granted. They discovered then 
that their lack of vigilance had put 
them at a tremendous disadvantage, 
but they have now received substantial 
assistance in these two scholarly (but 

eminently readable) volumes. 


12 


Columbia University 


The Development of Academic 
Freedom provides an indispensable his- 
torical account which starts with the 
European heritage of the American 
Jniversity. It shows how academic 
freedom in the United States devel- 
oped and gradually broke the bonds 
of the early sectarian restrictions placed 
on American educational institutions. 

The story properly unfolds on the 
stage of intellectual history and de- 
scribes the growing appreciation of 
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vestigations of political beliefs unless 
they are necessary for security,’ said 
the NYCLU. ‘The work Mr. Miller 
would do has no connection with 
national defense. If anything in his 
script were undesirable from the city’s 
standpoint, it should be judged by 
content rather than by investigating 
his political opinions.” 


N® appeals are planned by the 
NYCLU to forestall evictions of 
tenants in several New York City 
Housing Authority projects, following 
Municipal Court action upholding the 
loyalty oath called for in the Gwinn 
Amendment. 

As we went to press, the Supreme 
Court refused to review a Wisconsin 
ruling banning the oath, thereby let- 
ting the state decision stand. Osmond 


K. Fraenkel, who acted for the 
NYCLU in the city cases, said a high 
Court ruling is needed on the Consti- 
tutional issue. 


A COMMITTEE of the NYCLU 
Board is drafting a statement up- 
holding the separation of church and 
state, in connection with the ‘‘Guid- 
ing Statement for Supervisors and 
Teachers” on ‘Moral and Spiritual 
Values and the Schools,’ approved in 
June by the New ‘York City Board 
of Superintendents. 

The NYCLU position on the docu- 
ment will be presented at hearings 
which are expected to be held this 
Fall to determine whether the Board 
of Education should adopt the state- 
ment. 

The Board’s statement, calling for 





for distributing handbills 


tary Code against littering. 


also dismissed. 





A Policeman’s Lot... 


A POLICE officer made happy news for civil libertarians 
when he confessed he had made a mistaken arrest. 
Patrolman Wilfred Mason had given a summons to Herbert Weinstat 
protesting the murder 
in Mississippi. The summons charged Weinstat with violating the Sani- 


NYCLU associate counsel Emanuel Redfield represented Weinstat in Lower 
Manhattan Court. Mason told the judge, “I did not fully understand the 
law. This man is not guilty. I made a mistake by giving him a summons.” 

The magistrate called Mason “a big man,” asked Redfield to also “be 
a big man and accept this explanation,’ 

Commented the New York Post: “It is news when anyone confesses error 
that way, and we trust the lesson will not have to be repeated. We can have 
cleaner streets without messing up the Bill of Rights.” 

A similar case involved Oliver Martin, member of the executive com- 
mittee, Bronx branch, NAACP, arrested for distributing leaflets advertising 
a rally protesting the Till murder. NYCLU legal panel member William J. 
Butler represented Martin in Bronx Magistrates Court, where the case was 


last month 


of Emmet Louis Till 


and dismissed the case. 
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Communist Party decimated, it can 
hardly be thought there is any increase 
now in the danger of Communist in- 
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country went to war. The possibility 
of Americans adhering to Russia to 
the point of committing sabotage 








‘ainjejsigay eyz Aq uoijoe soy ounf 


jxou ulege dn auioo [JIM puke uay} aouls Aj1ead papua}xe Used Sey ZI ‘eINSBeUt 
Aquegi9uia ue se iead euo 10} [G6] UI passed sem meT Yysiy 4}1INIeS 9yY 


‘uoIUp) $294318qGI'] [IAID YI0X MON 


ay} JO uolzIsod JeIolyo ey} SI pue ‘NTOAN Y} OF JesuNnoo ‘zjiquieq 9},9UBN 
Aq meq ySIYY Ajlindag 2383g ey} JO BISAJeue UB OZ PazOAEp are OT -L sogeg 





_SMaU JULSvaTduN JOsUdD 0} dSNDXd UL,, 
Ayquasedde se Ad1jod s00p-pasoy> ay} 
payivsst IOAN 24} ‘sajord sy uy 
‘sjooyss AD dy} UT SUOTIIpUOD 
Zurjsixo YM YLap YyTYM ‘saduaIazUOD 
dy} J9AOD 0} sJa}I0daz 0} UOT}ePAUI 
Jol[Jva UL UMVIPYYM pry psivog sy], 
‘yquow sy} pay spediouisd yooyps yyw 
S9UdIIJUOD S}I JOJ UdUISMIU 0} SIOOP 
ay} pouado-as uolvonpy Jo psvog ay} 
‘sdnois SAID JoyJO pur AIDAN 
ayy Aq sysaqoad ONIAOTIOWL 


‘aSenSury ayesad 
-wa}ul pur Suoys ur paysnod ysnoy} 
UdAd dAIpalqo dyewIyWSa; e—Arvid1pnl 
dy} 9}VSIVSIAUT 0} S}INOD dy} puUNoOIY 
puv ul ssouisnq Suravy osoyj <_ enssod 
0} Ayunqoddo sty jo ssiay paarsdap 
UOIUNT Sy} Wy} Os ‘suvisjsapod ou 
JO MO} PLY UOTeWUNT 300J-00Z 24} 
puofaq sj2a33s S1Tqnd 3x9u 9y} ‘ased 
sIy} Ul Jey} pur ‘uOTpe 0} apenssod 
0} Ayunjioddo pur. yy S17 ay} sapnypout 
yoaads aa1j 0} WY3II dy} yy} ‘ UOTUIdO 
ayeuruassIp 0} sadvqd sodosd are sj00I3s 
syqnd §=yewyy fwsiD «003 ~SUNWTUTT 
jou st Areprpn{ ay} yey} JoyINy pond 
“IB DYS ‘[LUOTINYsUOIUN SI SsIay 0} 
paijdde puv pansjsuod sv avj sy uo 
UOT}IaS JY} Jey} pue ‘UOTSTAIPqns Mau 
ay} Jopun dn awiod 0} ased ysIy oy) 
sI SIy} Jey} pandse uewyoyY ‘ss 
‘Suipuod mou si Surpny s Aem 
-uoy a8pnf ‘speaoddy jo y3m0> ajwrI¢ 
ay} 03 Jvadde 0} aavaz Joy AeMuOoD 
woqry eSpnf s1ojoq ponSie ueuryyoPy 





‘si ‘Joquiaydag uy “y3N0D JamOT aU} 
JO UOISIap ay} pawsTeE yrYyM NOD 
Ayunoy) 0} vOIpIAUOD ssiaq poyvadde 
ays ‘Aj[eUOINASUOD $Me] JY} 3S9} 0} 
‘aurd yedoy sw jo Joquiaw ‘urw yop] 
sapasJayl “SIP. ~poyse vous, a4, 
“UOTJIIA 
-uod siy Surpeadde ur djay JoJ QIDAN 
ay} payse sslog ‘¢cG1 Azenurf{ uy 
‘papuadsns sem yorym ‘ouazUaS Avp-06 
wv UaAId sem aE “PY ArepIpnf{ ayy 
yopun ydwwayuos aynzsu0d you op ay} 
ysnoyyr ,,{73N0D Jo ydusayuOd,, sv ayqv 
-ystund ulazay} paqiosep spe Sure 
ur onbrun st yoy ‘7661 Ul pape 
-Ud ‘MUTT [eUdg OY} JO UOISIAIpns v 
SuNLIOIA YY passey svar ssioy 
‘Ayeripnt{ ayy 
jo uoneSysaaur uv JofZ Suryyed pur 
asensury Suozys ur AyuNoD neseNy Ul 
gonsn{ jo voreystunupe dy} SuruWep 
-uo) usIs v Surdiiv> sem JH ‘asnoy 
Moy vLpOsUTW JO oI UT SurjexpId 
JOJ HC6I ‘IZ “PO Ppeysosse sem “0 ap 
‘QIawpoom~, JO Sssixy “§ PuNUIdIS 
‘asnoy 
-}INOD & JO 392F OOZ UTYWM SuNoyid 
jo sadAy ureyzao Suniqryosd MvyT [rua 
ay} 0} JUoWpusWe ue Jo 4sa} L 
yy ayy Suryeur st MTOAN dH 


_ Sanya yenysids puv yesour,, 0} payejas 
dq ue WNyNoWIND JOOYIS oy} sIIqAA 
saourysur dyads spiejp ‘poy ul 
jarjoq SuruaySuezjs Ul yoIny pur 
swoy ay} jo wresSosd ay} aIJ0zuUIII,, 
0} sjooyss 21qnd ay jo wieIZo0Id 9y} 


NEW YORK’S SECURITY RISK LAW: 


Bian Bum cea... 2. 





Communist Party decimated, it can 
hardly be thought there is any increase 
now in the danger of Communist in- 
filtration into the government. 

Most important, in the nature of 
State employment, there is little danger 
of threats to our security. State em- 
ployment does not, like Federal em- 
ployment, affect military and inter- 
national affairs; and the exceptional 
case of a State employee who deals 
with military and international matters, 
and who is not checked under the 
Federal program, can and should be 


handled on an individual basis, as it 


was before the passage of the Security 
Risk Law in 1951. 


wr jobs involving military or 
international affairs largely non- 
existent in the State government, jobs 
with no relation to military or inter- 
national matters, such as those in the 
New York City Water Department, 
have been classified as ‘‘security’’ posi- 
tions under the Security Risk Law. The 
only conceivable justification for sub- 
jecting such employees to an ideologi- 
cal investigation of political attitudes, 
Opinions and associations, would be 
that people in these positions would 
have the opportunity to commit sabo- 
tage if war actually broke out. 


But while we recognize the necessity 
of security investigations for jobs in- 
volving a present danger of sabotage, 
despite any detriment to civil liberties 
resulting from the investigations, never 
before in our country’s history have 
we adopted the policy of impairing 
our institutions and liberties to guard 
against wholly speculative sabotage 
that might conceivably occur if the 


10 


country went to war. The possibility 
of Americans adhering to Russia to 
the point of committing sabotage 
against their own families, friends and 
countrymen in a war between the 
United States and Russia, is not so 
much greater than the possibility has 
been in the past of adherence to po- 
tential enemies of this country as to 
justify this unprecedented policy. 

Indeed, to investigate Water Depart- 
ment and similar employees for secu- 
rity risks is illogical and inconsistent, 
for we do not and cannot gear our 
life generally to the prevention of 
possible wartime sabotage. To apply 
that policy in a consistent way would 
require the screening of the popula- 
tion in many sections, evacuation of 
residents, and other measures that have 
been tolerated only in time of actual 
warfare. 


T IS more the function of the Legis- 
lature, and of the people speaking 
through the Legislature, than of the 
courts, to protect our civil liberties. As 
one of the United States Supreme 
Court Justices pointed out, “much that 
should be rejected as illiberal, because 
repressive and envenoming, may well 
be not unconstitutional’. 

Thus, rather than futile reliance on 
the courts to re-establish an atmosphere 
in which freedom can flourish, it is 
the duty of the people of New York 
to see that their Legislature guards 
both our security and our freedom 
with reason and vigilance. As a first 
step in a reasoned balance of these 
interests, the Legislature should allow 
the New York Security Risk Law to 
expire. 
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NEW YORK’S SECURITY RISK LAW: 
An Analysis 


wi the returning appreciation 
in the United States of the im- 


portance of preserving our civil lib- 
erties, the time is here for an effort 
to undo some of the measures enacted 
in the name of security that are not, 
in fact, necessary for our safety, and 
are destructive of the freedom of ex- 
pression and association basic to our 
democratic way of life. 

Not only will this network of meas- 
ures, unless rolled back, tend to be- 
come accepted as a permanent part of 
our institutions; but, as long as they 
are on the books, they tend to snow- 
ball without reason, generating their 
own momentum. 

Thus, though there has been no 
crisis among insurance salesmen in 
New York in the last six months, 
the Superintendent recently tried to 
initiate the requirement that insurance 
brokers and agents answer a question- 
naire as to whether they had ever 
been members of any of 130 listed 
organizations. His chief explanation 
for this attempt was that he had filled 
out a questionnaire required of State 
employees when he took office, and 
it had seemed to him logical to extend 
the requirement—with the addition of 
about 100 organizations from various 
lists—to insurance agents. 

While we in the NYCLU are op- 
posed to several other laws relating 
to the security of State employees be- 
sides the New York Security Risk Law, 
we are addressing ourselves to that 
statute because it is a temporary law. 


It will expire June 30, 1956, if its 
extension at this session of the Legis- 
lature is successfully opposed. 


HIS law, first adopted in 1951 and 
extended from year to year since 
then, provides that no one shall be 
employed in a “security position” in 
the State or municipal governments 
when there are “reasonable grounds 
for belief that, because of doubtful 
trust and reliability, [his} employment 
. would endanger the security or 
defense of the nation and the state’. 
While the law states that “security 
positions” are to be designated by the 
State Civil Service Commission on the 
basis of their relation to security or 
defense, or the availability to the em- 
ployee of confidential security or de- 
fense information, in operation the 
Commission has extended the coverage 
of the Act, in the City of New York, 
to positions in the Hospital, Health, 
Welfare and Public Works Depart- 
ments, Transit and Housing Author- 
ities, and the Youth Board. The Mayor 
has announced that over 90% of city 
employees will be investigated. 

The object of the New York Secu- 
rity Risk Law and similar laws is to 
establish an additional basis for de- 
termining fitness for employment, be- 
sides the usual one of the employee's 
competence in performing his work. 
These ‘‘security’’ laws provide for an 
estimate, on the basis of the em- 
ployee’s associations, opinions, or 
whatever miscellaneous data may be 
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